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1- Can't Wait


2- Never Happened




3- It's Too Close



4- HCD2




Johnny Dark has taught pop to stutter again.

Listen to the skittergun throb of Johnny's new EP and you're reminded of that glorious time not so long ago when Timbaland and 2-step ruled, and it was as if everything on the radio had  caught a benign percussion virus, a communicable disease which transformed vocals as well as beats into an urgent rhythmic chatter.

But the EP is less a return to classic 2-step than a kind of 'what if?' proposition. What if 2-step hadn't stopped? What if prime-period Timbaland had fused with techno at its most austerely futuristic? What if YMO and Parliament had mated and had a grandchild? What would it sound like  if machines could itch? The answer is a son-of-funkenstein Science Fiction mangadelia, an ultra-agitated tic music.

The vocal on the EP's final track, 'HCD 2', is provided by the Junior Boys' Jeremy Greenspan. Johnny was a founding member of the Junior Boys, and his sound continues to explore the  dimensions of the earliest JBs' sound that the newest Junior Boys' material has abandoned. 

The title of the first track,  'Can't Wait', perfectly describes the overflowing machine-exuberance that drives the whole EP.   The comic-strip brightness of Johnny's cartoon-futurism isn't up grime's dark alley at all. Its sleek surfaces are garish rather than grimy, splashed with the artificial colours of digital dreams. As you listen to the EP, you feel like you've been inserted into the mind of a computer mad with desire. 'It's Too Close' is like being inside a driving game, a 21st century Tron.  

At a time when Grime and dubstep tends towards the sparse, the sullen and the masculine-taciturn, JD's sound is refreshingly hec-tic and hyper, barely able to contain its own excitement. Dubstep and Grime's skunk inertia is dissipated in a riot of ecstatic animation. What returns in Johnny's sound is the inhuman-feminine that has been exiled from the oestrogen-deficient post-Garage scene. 

The inhuman-feminine was an apparently accidental side-effect of the combination of rising BPMs and vocal sampling in the rave labs of the 80s and 90s, a consequence of the fact that pitching vocals up makes them both girlish and machinic. The vocals on 'Can't Wait', 'Never Happened' and 'It's Too Close' have been prepared according to those digi-diva specifications. Their hyper-pitched chirrups are little fragments of delight, voluptuous carriers of tic virus induced into breeding more of themselves, micro-hooks that attach themselves to your central nervous system, and which you don't even think about resisting. Why would you? They're catchy as hell. 
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